IV iron therapy and anemia management in patients on hemodialysis: benefits of a revised CQI strategy.
Intravenous iron therapy is widely used in the management of anemia in patients on hemodialysis, and anemia management protocols provide a standardized approach to IV iron therapy. The author's hemodialysis center implemented an initial anemia management protocol in 2004 based on the principles of a continuous quality improvement (CQI) program, detailed by Bowe and Ammel in the Nephrology Nursing Journal in 2005. Successive revision using the CQI process has resulted in additional benefits regarding patient outcomes, which are reported here. This article illustrates the value of a CQI program for maintaining and improving clinical outcomes in patients who have anemia and are undergoing hemodialysis.